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NEWARK AND SHERWOOD DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Planning Committee held in the Civic Suite, Castle House, Great 
North Road, Newark, Notts, NG24 1BY on Thursday, 6 July 2023 at 4.00 pm. 
 

PRESENT: Councillor A Freeman (Chairman) 
Councillor D Moore (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Councillor C Brooks, Councillor L Dales, Councillor J Lee, Councillor 
K Melton, Councillor E Oldham, Councillor P Rainbow, Councillor 
S Saddington, Councillor M Shakeshaft, Councillor M Spoors and 
Councillor L Tift 
 

ALSO IN 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

Councillor R Cozens and Councillor S Michael 

APOLOGIES FOR 
ABSENCE: 

Councillor S Crosby (Committee Member), Councillor P Harris 
(Committee Member) and Councillor T Wildgust (Committee Member) 

 

12 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
 

 Councillors L Dales, A Freeman and L Tift declared Non-Registrable Interests as 
appointed representatives on the Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board. 
 
Councillor J Lee declared a Non-Registrable Interest as an appointed representative on 
the Nottingham Fire Authority.  He also declared a Non-Registrable Interest in 
Application No. 23/00060/FUL – Appleby Lodge, Barnby Road, Newark on Trent as a 
former Newark Town Councillor when this had been discussed at a Planning 
Committee meeting.  He also declared a further Non-Registrable Interest in 
Application No. 23/00107/FUL – Forest Farm House, Mansfield Road, Farnsfield as he 
knew the applicant and would not take part in the debate or vote. 
 
Councillor K Melton declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Application No. 
22/01840/FULM – Land South of Staythorpe Road, Staythorpe, as the owner of a 
residential property close to the application site.  Councillor Melton would speak as 
Local Ward Member and then withdraw from the meeting.  
 
Councillor D Moore declared a Non-Registrable Interest in Application No. 
23/00060/FUL – Appleby Lodge, Barnby Road, Newark on Trent as he was known to 
the owner of a residential property in close proximity to the application site and 
would not take part in the debate or vote.   
 
Councillor P Rainbow declared a Non-Registrable Interest in Application No. 
23/00890/OUT – Willow Hall Farm, Mansfield Road, Edingley as an acquaintance of 
the applicant.  She also declared a Non-Registrable Interest in Application No. 
23/00107/FUL – Forest Farm House, Mansfield Road, Farnsfield as she knew the 
applicant. 
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Councillor S Saddington declared a Non-Registrable Interest in Application No. 
22/01840/FULM – Land South of Staythorpe Road, Staythorpe as she had attended a 
residents’ meeting but had not commented and had not attended any subsequent 
meetings.  She also declared a Non-Registrable Interest in Application No. 
23/00107/FUL – Forest Farm House, Mansfield Road, Farnsfield as she knew the 
applicant.   
 

13 NOTIFICATION TO THOSE PRESENT THAT THE MEETING WILL BE RECORDED AND 
STREAMED ONLINE 
 

 The Chairman informed the Committee that the Council was undertaking an audio 
recording of the meeting and that it was being live streamed. 
 

14 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8 JUNE 2023 
 

 AGREED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 June 2023 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 Prior to consideration of the following item on the Agenda, the Chairman adjourned 

the meeting for 5 minutes in order that Members be given opportunity to read the 
late Schedule of Communication as tabled.   
 

15 LAND SOUTH OF STAYTHORPE ROAD, STAYTHORPE - 22/01840/FULM 
 

 The Committee considered the report of the Business Manager – Planning 
Development which sought to update Members on an application for the construction 
of a Battery Energy Storage System and associated infrastructure.  Members attended 
a site visit prior to the commencement of the Planning Committee as the proposal 
was particularly contentious and the aspects being raised could only be viewed on 
site.   
 
Members considered the detailed presentation from the Senior Planning Officer, 
which included photographs and plans of the proposed development. 
 
Schedules of Communications were circulated prior to and at the meeting, which 
detailed correspondence received following publication of the Agenda from the 
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Action Group; the Agent; the Agent of the 
Battery Storage Scheme currently pending on land to the north (east of Averham); the 
Case Officer, the Environmental Health Officer (NSDC); Nottinghamshire Fire & Rescue 
Service; Averham, Kelham & Staythorpe PC; and the Applicant. 
 
Councillor K Melton, speaking as Local Ward Member stated that the application 
failed on 3 issues: scale; impact; and character.  He referred to the loss of ancient and 
mature hedgerow; the poll of local residents undertaken by both the applicant and 
the BESS; noise pollution; failure of sequential testing; and harm to landscape and 
character.   
 
Having declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, Councillor Melton left the meeting 
after addressing the Committee. 
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Councillor Bradey, on behalf of Averham, Kelham & Staythorpe Parish Council spoke 
against the application in accordance with the view of the parish council contained 
within the report. 
 
Members considered the application and whilst acknowledging the requirement for 
greener energy solutions raised concerns on a number of issues including: the 
potential for flooding at the site; the risk of fire or explosion from the storage of such 
an energy source; loss of high-quality agriculture land; impact on rights of way; 
detrimental visual impact; lighting of the scheme and mitigation thereof.   
 
In response to several requests to defer determination of the application until it could 
be considered with similar applications in order to consider cumulative impact, the 
Business Manager advised that each application must be determined on its own 
merits.  Unless Members required additional information, the application should be 
determined without delay.  She added that when the next such application came 
before Committee, the effect of cumulative impact could be considered at that time.   
 
Having considered advice given by the Committee’s Legal Advisor in relation to pre-
determination and bias, Councillor Saddington abstained from voting, as recorded 
below. 
 

A vote was taken and lost with 10 votes against and 1 abstention for approval.  The 
application was proposed for refusal by Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor 
Oldham. 
 

AGREED (with 10 votes For and 1 Abstention) that contrary to Officer 
recommendation, planning permission be refused, subject to the following 
reasons: 

 
 Reasons: 

i. Scale of Development 
ii. Design of Development 
iii. Visual Impact 
iv. Loss of amenity without sufficient mitigation 
v. Perceived Safety Risks 
vi. Loss of Agricultural Land 
vii. Failure to pass Sequential Flood Risk Test 
 

In accordance with paragraph 13.5 of the Planning Protocol, as the motion was 
against Officer recommendation, a recorded vote was taken. 
 

Councillor Vote 

C Brooks For 

S Crosby Absent 

L Dales For 

A Freeman For 

P Harris Absent 

J Lee For 

K Melton Did Not Vote 

D Moore For 
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E Oldham For 

P Rainbow For 

S Saddington Abstain 

M Shakeshaft For 

M Spoors For 

L Tift For 

T Wildgust Absent 

 
Councillor Melton returned to the meeting. 
 

16 APPLEBY LODGE, BARNBY ROAD, NEWARK ON TRENT - 23/00060/FUL 
 

 The Committee considered the report of the Business Manager – Planning 
Development, which sought to update Members on the application for a change of 
use of a paddock to provide 8 no. pitches for permanent residential occupation and 2 
no. amenity buildings. 
 
Members considered the presentation from the Business Manager – Planning 
Development, which included photographs and plans of the proposed development. 
 
Schedules of Communications were circulated prior to and at the meeting, which 
detailed correspondence received following publication of the Agenda from: local 
residents; and Nottinghamshire County Council – Highways.   
 
Members considered the application, noting the requirement of the Council to 
provide sustainable sites for Gypsy and Travellers.  Members noted the number of 
objections received in relation to traffic and also the current community efforts in 
relation to the promotion of a safe environment for amphibians on the proposed site.  
Members considered the application acceptable, subject to the inclusion of an 
informative note to the applicant in relation to working with the community on the 
toad patrol. 
 
AGREED (unanimously) that planning permission be approved subject to the 

conditions contained within the report and the addition of the above-
mentioned informative note to the applicant.   

 

Having declared a Non-Registrable Interest, Councillor Moore left the meeting during 
the debate and vote of the above item. 
 

17 TESCO EXPRESS, KIRKLINGTON ROAD, RAINWORTH - 22/01298/FUL 
 

 This application was withdrawn from the Agenda. 
 

18 BILSTHORPE BUSINESS PARK, EAKRING ROAD, BILSTHORPE - 22/00424/OUTM 
 

 The Committee considered the report of the Business Manager – Planning 
Development, which sought to update Members on the proposal to create flexible 
commercial/industrial units together with the provision of allotments.  A site visit had 
taken place prior to the commencement of the Planning Committee in order that 
Members could see the impact of the proposed development, as it was considered 
difficult to visualise.   
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Members considered the presentation from the Business Manager – Planning 
Development which included photographs and plans of the proposed development. 
 
A Schedule of Communication was circulated prior to the meeting which detailed 
correspondence received following publication of the Agenda from Planning Officers. 
 
Members considered the application and commented on a number of issues including 
traffic from commercial vehicles and the potential ecological impact. 
 
AGREED (with 6 votes For and 6 Votes Against, the Chairman used his casting vote 

for Refusal) that planning permission be refused for the reasons contained 
within the report. 

 
19 WILLOW HALL FARM, MANSFIELD ROAD, EDINGLEY - 23/00890/OUT 

 
 The Committee considered the report of the Business Manager – Planning 

Development which sought to update Members on the outline application for a 
residential development to erect 1 no. dwelling with all matters reserved.   
 
Members considered the presentation by the Senior Planning Officer which included 
photographs and plans of the proposed development. 
 
A Schedule of Communication was circulated prior to the meeting which detailed 
correspondence received following the publication of the Agenda from: 
Nottinghamshire County Council (Rights of Way); Nottinghamshire County Council 
(Highways Authority); and the Case Officer. 
 
Councillor Diana Poole, Chair of Edingley Parish Council, spoke in support of the 
application in accordance with the views of Edingley Parish Council as contained 
within the report. 
 
Members considered the application, noting that the proposed development was in 
open countryside.  Some Members felt that the location of the site was suitable for 
the development with other Members stating that to approve this would set a 
precedent for future applications, similar in nature.   
 
AGREED (with 7 votes For, 4 votes Against with 1 abstention) that planning 

permission be refused for the reasons contained within the report. 
 

20 FOREST FARM HOUSE, MANSFIELD ROAD, FARNSFIELD - 23/00107/FUL 
 

 The Committee considered the report of the Business Manager – Planning 
Development which sought to update Members on the application for a replacement 
dwelling and office (including stores) with associated works including demolition of 
existing dwelling. 
 
Members considered the presentation by the Business Manager – Planning 
Development which included photographs and plans of the proposed development. 
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Members considered the application acceptable. 
 
AGREED (unanimously) that planning permission be approved subject to conditions 

contained within the report. 
 
Having declared a Non-Registrable Interest, Councillor Lee did not participate in the 
debate or vote of the above item. 
 

21 UPDATE TO PLANNING ENFORCEMENT PLAN (PEP) TO OUTLINE THE APPROACH TO 
THE ENFORCEMENT OF ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

 The Committee considered the report of the Director – Planning & Growth which 
sought to set out for Members how planning enforcement would proactively 
approach the display and enforcement of illegal advertisements within the district.   
 
The Business Manager – Planning Development advised that following changes to the 
Council’s Portfolio Holders, Recommendation (b) of the report required amendment 
to read “Portfolio Holder for Sustainable Economic Development”. 
 
The Director advised that an email would be forwarded to all Members of the Council 
advising them of the proposed amendment to the Planning Enforcement Plan. 
 
AGREED (unanimously) that: 
 

a) the proposed updates to the Planning Enforcement Plan relating to 
advertisements be endorsed; and 

 
b) this amendment be forwarded to the Portfolio Holder for Sustainable 

Economic Development for adoption. 
 
The PEP contributes toward assisting with: 
 

 Continuing to maintain the high standard of cleanliness and 
appearance of the local environment; 

 Enhancing and protecting the district’s natural environment. 
 

22 APPEALS LODGED 
 

 AGREED that the report be noted.  
 

23 APPEALS DETERMINED 
 

 AGREED that the report be noted.  
 

 
Meeting closed at 7.55 pm. 
 
 
Chairman 
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NEWARK AND SHERWOOD DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Cabinet held in the Civic Suite, Castle House, Great North Road, 
Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1BY on Tuesday, 11 July 2023 at 6.00 pm. 
 

PRESENT: Councillor P Peacock (Chairman) 
 
Councillor R Cozens, Councillor S Crosby, Councillor L Brazier, 
Councillor K Melton, Councillor E Oldham, Councillor M Spoors, 
Councillor P Taylor and Councillor R Holloway 
 

 

7 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
 

 There were no declarations of interest. 
 

8 NOTIFICATION TO THOSE PRESENT THAT THE MEETING WILL BE RECORDED AND 
STREAMED ONLINE 
 

 The Leader advised that the proceedings were being audio recorded and live 
streamed by the Council.  
 

9 MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 27 JUNE 2023 
 

 The minutes from the meeting held on 27 June 2023 were agreed as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman. 
 

10 CHAIRMAN'S UPDATE 
 

 The Leader and Chairman welcomed the new Cabinet Members to their first meeting 
and introduced their portfolios.  
 

11 COMMERCIAL PLAN UPDATE 
 

 The Leader and Portfolio Holder for Strategy, Performance & Finance presented a 
report which gave an update on the Commercial Strategy and action plan which 
demonstrated how the Council was responding to the anticipated reduction in 
funding by making strategic savings and generating additional income. 
 
The Council had identified areas where additional income could be made or savings 
could be achieved without impacting the quality of service delivery. The detail of the 
strategy to address this funding challenge was approved by Policy & Finance 
Committee on 27 January 2022, in the form of the Commercial Strategy 2022-2026 
and its associated Action Plan. 
 
The Cabinet noted the positive increase in revenue figures for the Newark Beacon, the 
Buttermarket and the Lorry Park and the ongoing significant projects  
 
AGREED (unanimously) that Cabinet note the update on the Commercial Plan. 
 
 

Agenda Page 8

Agenda Item 13i



Reasons for Decision: 
To share how the Council is seeking to address our forecast financial deficit. 
 
Options Considered: 
Not applicable 
 

12 CORPORATE ANNUAL BUDGET STRATEGY FOR 2024/25 
 

 The Leader and Portfolio Holder for Strategy, Performance & Finance presented the 

Council’s Annual Budget Strategy which set out the General Fund, Capital & HRA 

Budget Strategy for 2024/25. The Strategy was considered by the Policy & 

Performance Improvement Committee at their meeting held on 26 June 2023 at 

which they recommended approval.  

It was noted that the budget process would result in setting the budget and the 
Council Tax for 2024/25 and the Housing Revenue Account budget and the rent 
setting for 2024/25.  
  
The Strategy took into consideration agreed financial policies on Budgeting and 
Council Tax, Reserves and Provisions, Charging, Value for Money and also a set of 
budget principles which set out the approach to be taken to the budget process. 
These policies had been reviewed and updated as appropriate and were attached as 
appendices to the report. 
  
The current Medium Term Financial Plan (MTFP) was approved on 9 March 2023.  The 
report set out a summary of the financial forecast identified within the current MTFP 
assuming that Council Tax at average Band D would increase by the same rate as in 
the 2023/24 financial year, namely 1.94%. 
  
The report also set out a number of underlying assumptions which would be applied 
in compiling the draft budget for 2024/25 including staff costs, provision for inflation 
and fees and charges.  

 
It was noted that in respect of the General Fund Balances and Reserves Policy, the 

figure fixed for the general fund balance set aside to pay for exceptional items was 
£1.5m.  
 
AGREED (unanimously) that Cabinet: 
 

a) approve the overall General Fund, Capital & HRA Budget Strategy for 
2024/25; 
 

b) note the consultation process with Members; 
 
c) note that Budget Officers continue work on the assessment of 

various budget proposals affecting services for consideration in 
setting the Council's budget; and 
 
 
 

Agenda Page 9



d) note that Budget Managers work with finance officers in identifying 
further efficiency savings, increasing income from fees and charges 
and in identifying new sources of income. 

 
Reasons for Decision: 
To enable the Council’s budget process to proceed encompassing agreed 
assumptions. 

 
Options Considered: 
Not applicable. The Council’s Constitution sets out the process for developing the 
Council’s Annual Budget.  
 

13 ANNUAL REVIEW OF EXEMPT ITEMS 
 

 The Leader and Portfolio Holder for Strategy, Performance & Finance presented a 
report which detailed the exempt items of business considered by the Cabinet for 
period 1 June 2022 to date. It was noted that the view of officer was that none of the 
reports were able to be released into the public domain, as the information contained 
in them remained confidential.  
 
AGREED (unanimously) that the report be noted, with no items being released into 

the public domain given they were all considered as still containing 
exempt information. 

 
Reasons for Decision: 
To review previous exempt reports considered by the Cabinet over the previous 12 
months. 
 
Options Considered: 
None, this report is a useful tool in reviewing previous exempt items of business in 
order to release any into the public domain if considered appropriate. 
 

14 CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE STRATEGY 2023-2027 (KEY DECISION) 
 

 The Leader and Portfolio Holder for Strategy, Performance & Finance presented a 
report which set out a proposed Customer Experience Strategy and the Customer 
Promise, which, subject to approval, would go out for public consultation before being 
finalised and used to shape all Council delivery.  
 

In the 2022 residents survey, a key area identified for improvement was Council 
communication. As a result of this the Policy & Performance Improvement Committee 
set up a working group to develop a Customer Experience Strategy to improve the 
quality and consistency of customer experience. The working group also developed 
the Customer Promise which set out behaviours to follow when interacting with 
customers.  
 

The proposal for the 12 week pilot was for additional opening hours (8am-9am) on a 
Monday which was the busiest day for customers. The Cabinet welcomed the report 
and the work of the Policy & Performance Improvement Committee in bringing 
forward the Strategy.  
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AGREED (unanimously) that Cabinet: 
 

a) approve, in principle and subject to consultation, the Customer 
Experience Strategy and Customer Promise; and 

 
b) approve the proposed pilot (as detailed in Paragraph 2.3 of the 

report). 
 

Reasons for Decision: 
The Council does not currently have a Customer Experience Strategy, this is a 
document which sets out our key principles to guide all customer interactions. Whilst 
the Customer Experience Strategy and Customer Promise do not directly link to the 
Community Plan, it relates to every service, as it outlines the behaviours all Council 
employees and representatives will embody when interacting with customers. The 
Customer Experience Strategy and Customer Promise are important as they shape the 
quality of our customer interactions. 
 
Options Considered: 
Continue with no Council wide strategy and see no improvements. 
 

15 OLLERTON HALL (KEY DECISION) 
 

 The Portfolio Holder for Sustainable Economic Development presented a report which 
provided an update on the progress of the proposed conversion of the Hall to 8 
residential apartments by the Council’s preferred developer (Severns Developments 
(Middleton House) Ltd) and which sought an amendment to the proposed terms of 
sale.  
 

Following lengthy negotiation with Council Officers, Historic England, and the local 
community (notably Ollerton & Boughton Town Council and Ollerton Village 
Resident’s Association) the developer has secured planning permission and Listed 
Building Consent for the conversion of the Hall to accommodate 8 apartments. The 
developer was ready to implement the scheme but given industry challenges 
regarding inflationary rises and costs has stated to the Council that it was necessary to 
revisit the original terms of the agreement. It was now proposed that the developer 
continue to operate under a lease/licence arrangement until such time as all 
identified necessary heritage works, as detailed at Appendix B, were completed. At 
that point a sale would be completed for the agreed purchase price, allowing the 
developer to raise funds, complete the development and then occupy the completed 
properties 
 

AGREED  (with 8 votes for and 1 abstention) that Cabinet: 
 

a) note and welcome the updates provided;  
 

b) approve an amendment to the proposed terms of sale to allow an 
earlier disposal to the Council’s preferred developer (Severns 
Developments (Middleton House) Ltd) for the agreed purchase price 
as set out in the exempt Appendix A to the report, subject to 
completion of all identified necessary heritage works as detailed at 
Appendix B to the report; and  
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c) any renegotiation of sale on the disposal be firstly agreed by the 
Portfolio Holder for Strategy, Performance & Finance in consultation 
with the Section 151 Officer and Director – Planning & Growth.  

 

Reasons for Decision: 
To dispose of Ollerton Hall and secure the long-term future of the building. 
 
Options Considered: 
Cabinet could decide not to agree to the proposed revisions to the terms of sale and 
present the building back to the market for disposal. Members will be aware this 
building and site has a long history of failed attempts to secure a viable and 
acceptable re-use for the site. A return to the market would lead to delay and is 
unlikely, in the opinion of Officers, to find an acceptable and fundable solution given 
the difficult balance of reinstating heritage value and securing a deliverable scheme. 
 

16 PLAN REVIEW PROGRESS REPORT 
 

 The Portfolio Holder for Sustainable Economic Development presented a report which 
updated Cabinet on progress on the Amended Allocations & Development 
Management DPD, the associated progress on the Gypsy & Traveller Pitch Delivery 
Strategy and which proposed an amendment to the Plan Review timetable and the 
Local Development Scheme. 
 
The proposed amendments to the timetable were set out in section 3 of the report. 
The proposed timetable would mean that the DPD would be adopted in Autumn 
2024. In order to achieve the timetable an extraordinary Full Council meeting was 
proposed for 20 September 2023 so that the DPD could be published that month and 
the plan hopefully being submitted b the end of the year.  

 
AGREED (unanimously) that Cabinet: 
 

a) note and support the contents of the report; 
 
b) adopt the amendment to the Plan Review timetable (Local 

Development Scheme) as set in Section 3 of this report, to come into 
force on 18 July 2023; and 

 

c) request that the Chief Executive call an Extraordinary Full Council 
meeting be held on 20 September 2023 to agree publication of the 
Amended Allocations & Development Management DPD.   

 

Reasons for Decision: 
a) To allow Cabinet to note progress on the Plan Review. 
b) To agree an amendment to the timetable so that the Local Development Scheme 

can be updated to comply with the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
and appropriate regulations.  

c) To allow the Council to agree to the publication of the Amended Allocations & 
Development Management DPD in September 2022. 
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Options Considered: 
It is considered that delaying the plan production or starting the process of plan 
production afresh would deliver any benefits to the Council, as neither would more 
efficiently address the current planning situation with regard to GRT pitch provision. 
 

17 NEWARK AND SHERWOOD'S HOUSING STRATEGY AND DELIVERY PLAN 2023-2028 
(KEY DECISION) 
 

 The Portfolio Holder for Housing presented a report which sought approval for the 
new Housing Strategy and Delivery Plan for 2023 – 2028 Which set out the Council’s 
strategic priorities for housing over the next five years including the key issues 
affecting housing in Newark and Sherwood and the impact they had on residents.   
 
It was noted that the strategy had been developed in consultation with tenants and 
residents, officers, and key stakeholders. In presenting the strategy, the Portfolio 
Holder referred to specific additions in respect of the needs of care leavers or those 
with lived experience of the care system which would be incorporated into the final 
document.  
 
The Cabinet debated the commitment to build new homes and targets around energy 
performance. In addition, an awareness was needed around houses being built below 
the minimum space standards.  
 
AGREED (unanimously) that Cabinet approves the Housing Strategy and Delivery 

Plan 2023 – 2028, noting the addition of the incorporation into the 
Strategy the needs of care leavers or those with lived experience of the 
care system. 

 
Reasons for Decision: 
The Council does not currently have a district wide Housing Strategy and Delivery Plan 
(the previous strategy expired in 2016). This document sets out the key issues 
affecting housing in Newark and Sherwood and the impact these have on residents, 
sets out how the Council will work in partnership to address the issues identified and 
demonstrates alignment with other key strategies and plans. 
 

Options Considered: 
Continue with no formal Housing Strategy and Delivery Plan and increase the scope 
for a lack of co-ordination, communication, and accountability for housing services. 
 

18 SOCIAL HOUSING DECARBONISATION FUND WAVE 2.1 (KEY DECISION) 
 

 The Portfolio Holder for Housing presented a report which provided the business case 
behind applying in October 2022 to the governments Social Housing Decarbonisation 
Fund for a grant to replace oil heating systems with air source heat pumps systems for 
102 council owned properties.  
 

The Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund project offered the opportunity to kick start 
the decarbonisation of social housing stock, improve properties thermal comfort 
whilst also reducing the costs for tenants in heating their homes. The Council has 
been successful in securing just under £1.3m grant, a mixture of Revenue and Capital 
funding, to commence in April 2023.  
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The proposal targeted 102 Council owned homes with oil heating, to be upgraded to 
air source heating system, solar photovoltaic panels (PV) and a battery. Commercially 
sensitive financial figures were set out in an exempt appendix to the report.  
 
The Cabinet welcomed the report and this acceleration of decarbonisation.  
 
AGREED (unanimously) that Cabinet: 
 

a) endorse the project plan and accept receipt of grant funding of 
£1.306m from the Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund, which will 
be drawn down in arrears; and 

 
b) approve an increase in the Capital Programme of £458,106 in 

2023/24 and £676,235 in 2024/25 equivalent to the Capital grant 
due which is the match funding being provided by the Council. 

 

Reasons for Decision: 
The Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund provides 50% grant funding for 102 of the 
Council’s housing to have carbon neutral and lower cost-effective heating for tenants 
who currently have oil boiler heating systems. It meets both Community Plan 
objectives to create better homes as a landlord and improve tenants wellbeing by 
reducing fuel poverty and contributing to reducing carbon emissions. 
 
Options Considered: 
As detailed in the report, there were no viable alternatives and taking no action would 
make it harder for the Council to meet the Government requirements on Energy 
Performance Certificates and decarbonisation of social housing stock. 
 

19 LOCAL AUTHORITY HOUSING FUND - REQUEST FOR DELEGATED AUTHORITY (KEY 
DECISION) 
 

 The Portfolio Holder for Housing presented a report which sought to secure delegated 
authority to enable the Council to fulfil obligations of the Local Authority Housing 
Fund to purchase 14 market sale properties in a timely manner between April and 
November 2023. 
 

It was noted that the Council had been successful in securing funding under the Local 
Authority Housing Fund to provide capital funding for Councils in areas facing most 
significant housing pressures as a result of Ukranian arrivals. The funding was split into 
two elements, £1,050,400 to provide 13 homes to assist with alleviation of housing 
pressures from Homes for Ukraine schemes and a bridging element of £171,457 to 
provide a four bed or larger home to allocate to a household currently in bridging 
accommodation.  
 

It was reported that a desktop exercise had been undertaken to explore house prices 
and stock availability within the district and the grant offered would enable the 
Council to purchase suitable stock with the ideal purchase price to maximise grant 
between £153,000 and £200,000.  
 

AGREED (unanimously) that Cabinet approve the following delegated authority: 
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a) purchase of property with a value of £300k or less be delegated to 

Director - Housing, Health & Wellbeing; and 

 

b) purchase of property with a value over £300k be delegated to the 

Portfolio Holder for Housing, in consultation with the Leader of the 

Council and Section 151 Officer subject to Key Decision 

requirements. 

 

Reasons for Decision: 
To enable the Council to fulfil our obligations under the Local Authority Housing Fund 
Scheme to purchase 14 market sale properties in a timely manner between April and 
November 2023. 
 
The delivery of this scheme aligns with our community plan to “create vibrant and 
self-sufficient local communities where residents look out for each other and actively 
contribute to their local area”. 
 
Options Considered: 
Continue with no delegated authority and fail to meet financial deadlines required to 
fulfil our obligations of the Scheme. 
 

20 TENANT ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 
 

 The Portfolio Holder for Housing presented a report which set out the draft Tenant 
Engagement Strategy which included the engagement framework, regulatory 
landscape and how successful engagement would be measured. The Tenant 
Engagement Strategy sat alongside the Council’s Consultation and Engagement 
Strategy 2022-2027 and set out how the Council will seek out, listen to and act on the 
views of tenants and leaseholders. 
 
The Tenant and Engagement Strategy and menu of involvement were attached as 
appendices to the report. The Strategy had been considered by the Tenant 
Engagement Board and the Policy & Performance Improvement Committee who had 
made comments and requested an update on the take up of the menu options to a 
future meeting.  
 
AGREED (unanimously) that Cabinet approve the Tenant Engagement Strategy. 
 

Reasons for Decision: 
Effective Tenant Engagement is not optional; this strategy sets out how we will 
engage in order to meet our legal obligations as set out by the Regulator for Social 
Housing 
 

The delivery of this scheme aligns with our community plan to “Create vibrant and 
self-sufficient local communities where residents look out for each other and actively 
contribute to their local area”. 
 

Options Considered: 
Continue with no Council wide strategy and fail to meet our legal obligations with 
regard to tenant engagement. 
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21 RESPONDING TO INCREASED DEMAND IN ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND 
SAFEGUARDING 
 

 The Portfolio Holder for Public Protection and Community Relations presented a 
report which set out a proposal to address the increase in demand for responding to 
anti-social behaviour (ASB) and safeguarding issues across the District. 
 
The report reflected on the current demands and activities within the Community 
Protection Team and the recommendations of the Policy & Performance 
Improvement Committee which had already been implemented in respect of ASB.  
 
Given the increasing demand and complexity of cases managed by the existing team, 
alongside competing demand of ad hoc funding bids aimed at making further 
improvement, a new Senior ASB Officer post was proposed which would supervise the 
Community Protection Officers ensuring deployment of patrols in key locations and to 
assist with dealing with more complex ASB and safeguarding cases to provide more 
resource to manage the continuing demand.  
 
The Cabinet referred to enforcement and the importance of working with the police 
to take action on ASB when appropriate CCTV images are available.  

 
AGREED  (unanimously) that Cabinet: 
 

a) note the current work on Anti-Social Behaviour and Community 
Safety as set out in Section 1 of the report; 
 

b) approve the additional one full-time post to the Council’s 
establishment; 

 

c) approve the overspend in salaries 2023-24 funded by the overall 
predicted overall Council General Fund underspend in year; and 

 

d) approve the growth of salary budget set out in the report for all 
future years from 2024-25. 

 
Reasons for Decision: 
To note the current work the Council currently undertakes to tackle Anti-Social 
Behaviour within the district and to look how this can be improved and enhanced 
ensuring support for the team and residents. 
 
Options Considered: 
Continuing service delivery with existing resources which would not help to combat 
the increasing demand. 
 

22 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 AGREED (unanimously) that under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 
1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of 
business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act. 
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23 LAND AT OLD HALL FARM, EDINGLEY (KEY DECISION) 
 

 The Cabinet considered the exempt report in relation to land at Old Hall Farm, 
Edingley.  
 
(Summary provided in accordance with Section 100C(2) of the Local Government Act 
1972).  
 

24 OLLERTON HALL APPENDIX 
 

25 SOCIAL HOUSING DECARBONISATION FUND WAVE 2.1 APPENDIX 
 

 
 
Meeting closed at 7.40 pm. 
 
 
 
Chairman 
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Document is Restricted
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By virtue of paragraph(s) 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A
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